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31 October 1963 


Mr. Sbarrod But 

Slrutor, World War ix Record* Division 
Rational Archives and Record* Service. GtlA 
Sins and Union Streets 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Deer Mr. Bast; 



Ike Central Intelligence Agency cannot concur in de- 
classification of the enclosed 066 and 8SU documents transmitted 

SSJS*’, — S? °f 9 Julyl963. She accounts have been 
revieved at the highest level* of lronedi ate concern, end I regret 

b f 3 * nied 011 **»• that, along vith 

^I^reuoaa, deciaeaification and release at Ms tine 
eould not be in the beat interest* of the United States Governaent 


itaaflv ’uhuk.. . 


CIA Record* Administration Officer 


Enclosures 


25X1 


25X1 


DDS/RAO/I 



(25 Oct *63) 
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18 October 1963 


25X1 

25X1 


MEMORANDUM FORi' 
VIA* 


Ofl'lcer/DDS~ 


Officer 


CIA Records Administration 


CIA Classification Control 


SUBJECT* 


REFERENCE* 


Request by Sherrod East, Director, W II Records 
Division, National Archives and Records Services, 
GSA, for declassification and release of Inter- 
rogation Reports of the ART LOOTING INVESTIGATION 
UNIT, OSS and SSU, as itemized In an inventory 
attached to the reference. 


Letter from Sherrod East tol 
attachments thereto dated 9 


July 1963. 


and 


25X1 


Review of these subject documents lias been made at the highest 
levels of immediate concern and the decision has been concurred 
in what the request must be denied on the ground that, along with 
other valid reasons, declassification and release at this time 
would not be in the best interests of the United States Government. 

„ , , Returned herewith is all material received by you from 
National Archives per Inventory, 



Executive Secretary 
STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIT 


Attachments* 

As per above 


25X1 








25X1 A 


25X1 A 


$iLl 



S(f 3 p 0 §mgp 0 ( , 

Central Intelligence Agency 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

TO 

NAME AND ADDRESS 

DATE 

INITIALS 

i 


gp_ _ 



2 

OH- 0924 , Hacdquartor* 



3 




4 




5 




6 




T - 

ACTION 


DIRECT REPLY 


PREPARE REPLY 


APPROVAL 


DISPATCH 


RECOMMENDATION 


COMMENT 


FILE 


RETURN 


CONCURRENCE 


INFORMATION 


SIGNATURE 


— 


Remarks : 


Cry)~~t9isu$ 

Sua£$ 

a ^C^/L'Y. 

thf t$u (^<xX^Ct^2J>^ p 

tr 


20014-9 



f . / FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER f 

/ ^^OM: NAME. ADDRESS AND PHONE NO 

DATE 

. 

7 / 12/63 

3 ROOO 20 OO; 

f!TA B^ord* AflinLilaAration Offlc#r/BDB 


20014-9 


FORM NO. 237 Use P rev ' ous e( i i, ' ons 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1961 0 — 587282 
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lii October 1963 


STATINTL 

STATINTL 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Records Administration 

Officer/DDS 


SUBJECT: Your routin g slip of 12 July 1963 via fir. John 

g lassification Control Officer, con- 
cerning a request by National Archives and 
Records Services of 9 July 1963 for downgrading 
"ART LOOTING DOCUMENTS - Germany, WW II"'. 


1. It is requested that you notify Mr. Sherrod East, 

Director WW II Records Division of National Archives and 
Records Service, that delay in processing his request has been 
due to the need for further investigation. 

2. Every effort is being made and it is hoped that a 
decision can be made on the question within a short time. 

STATINTL 

Sincerely / 


Executive Secretary 
Strategic Services Unit 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



National Archives and Records Service 

Washington 25, D.C. 

July 9, 1963 

IN REPLY REFER TO: NMWR 


Records Administration Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
2U30 E. Street N.W. 

Washington 25, D.C. 


The National Archives has received requests for the Interrogation 
Reports of the Art Looting Investigation Unit, OSS, and the Strategic 
Services Unit, Office of the Assistant Secretary of War. Some of 
these reports were forwarded by the Department of State to your office 
in 1959, with a request for declassification. At that time CIA concen- 
sus was not favorable toward declassification and release. In view of 
the current interest in the subject of art looting and the lapse of 
time from the last review, we request reconsideration of the previous 
action on the reports transmitted with this letter. 


The latest regrading action of the Department of the Army on Consoli- 
dated Report No. U, Linz is reflected on that document and in The 
Adjutant General's letter of May 2, 1963, copy enclosed. It appears 
that the Amy will take review and regrading action only on Strategic 
Services Unit documents produced after October 1, 19L5. 


Sincerely yours, 

. / jt 



Directory World War II Records 
Division 


Enclosures 
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Hr. Sherrod East 

Dlrsotsar, World War H Rs cords DirUicn 
ivatiesial Archives *nd Racords s«r*io*, q<jj^ 
King <md Union Struts 
Altsetondria, Virginia 


Etoar Hr. East* 

Clr 1,1 *° 7aur r * <?u ** t " cc * * declassification ravlsw of 

With two exemptions thla r< cord has now boon rogradsd UNCLASSIFIED. 

Thw «3(a«s>tloaa are Pag# 3*» which is Missing, and ons of th# attaeisaonts 
^ p® 5 docuasnt. The A raj do## not hare unilateral authority to 
m. OSS dooumt wt 1. h» Du objection. to IS £olI«i?l£tlo, 

+ k &•***&** P ™pri*ty *f nluM your attontion Is i*rlt#d to 

th* following pag*s which contain allegations against individuals. 

P^g* 39 - hth line r row th* bottoaa of th* pass. 

Pag* h8 - 2nd par**'*;*. 

Pag* 52 - lot wnjfx. ihady" . 

Pag* 53 - (5) 2.' 1 ^graph - last two linos 

Thw witir* doouaont raaains classified CONFIDOTIAL beouas# of th* 
r*t#ntion of th# classification on th# OSS docuasnt. How#v#r with its 
deletion th# balaao# of th* doou^gsnt la Ull C LASSI FIED, * 

Sinc*r*ly yours. 


1 liael entire 


l/ (3. , l — 

[ft'. C. 1AK3EKT 
Major General, USA 
Iho Adjutant 0#nsral 
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